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directly; it was usually possible for civilians to travel, or even
to reside, in an enemy country in complete freedom during
a war, and the general outcry when Napoleon interned all
enemy civilians proves how contrary to the accepted rules of
war this action was considered by contemporary opinion.

One would have imagined that, having progressed so far
in mitigating the horrors of war, men might have been ex-
pected to grow to realize that this mitigation was an object
worth striving for in itself, rather than a means of promoting
their own selfish ends. Instead of that, however, struggles be-
tween nations have taken on an increasingly bitter form,
until now they bring untold misery to the whole populations
concerned, and are proving a very real danger to the struc-
ture of our society. What were the reasons for this unexpected
development ?

These reasons may be discovered in the effects of the great
forces of democracy and industrialization, both of which
began to exert their full influence towards the close of the
eighteenth century. Although the idea of democracy was
taken from ancient Greece, in practice the privileges in a
community whose economy was founded on slavery had
always been limited to an oligarchy, and it was left to us to
attempt to cany the theory through to its logical conclusion;
industrialization is a concept entirely peculiar to Western
civilization. It is a strange fact that these forces, which
should have proved immense powers for good in the world,
the one on the moral and the other on the material plane,
should instead have resulted in the twin evils of political
and economic nationalism,

If we admit, as we must, that we owe the essence of our
Christian religion to the spiritual genius of the Near East,
we may probably term democracy the highest conception of
Western civilization; it postulates equal freedom and rights
for all men, and envisages a brotherhood of all mankind in
( universal fraternity. Nothing in such an object need neces-
sarily conflict with the principles of the Christian or any other
of the great religions of the world, aad it would appear to be
a fully worthy goal for our endeavours. But we have failed
signally in the achievement of it* The all-important fact that